7 * > - oO 0 - % J 1 * * Th = = : * 
* 1 
a) 
© 4 5 > * 3 — - 
N | : v3 oak ar 7 
8 3 - . A + 9 ee, 
„ * a e e IS þ 
' & ; E 2 5 33 * 2 », "> - LY . 
. 1 - | * 5 
1 4 3 RR. we. >» » 2 
— 4 | . 
* 


1 a j 1 


Mas. BILLING TON, 


* 


1 * 
= 


als <a 


i * 2 * 
4 * Jar E I 


4 1 
* Vx TC) 
WA * 


* 


„ 


ty 


1 


% 


= 
q 


. ASE 8 


v4 


} 


* 


- 

* y 

1 7 855. 4 
4 * 


* < 3 N - . 
N * N N * — . 4 "x ” 
e _ 9 
d 7 RE he n * 7 14 „ 
1 _ 4 7 * ä ; 4 8 ; ? 
, 7 iu " = _ © o - 
© 1 © 8 F £ 
k | 28 * « * 
- . = N 
1 . : Y ” 
YM 
N — 


| PER OF 2 0 
Mas. BILLING TON, 


FROM HER BIRTH: 


* — 


TT” 
>. - A * 
5 * 


82 
1 
M | 


: 
— 


CONTAINING A VARIETY OF MATTER, 2 


LI/DICROUS, THEATRICAL, MUSICAL, AND — 


WITH COPIES OF SEVERAL 


ORIGINAL LETTERS, 


NOW IN THE POSSESSION OF THE PUBLISHER, 


WRITTEN BY Mas. BILLING TON, 


— — „„ 


TO HER MOTHER, THE LATE Mzs, WEICHSEL : 


A DEDICATION; AND A PREFATORY ADDRESS. 


— | — | ———_—————T_—_D_——_—_———A_—— 
«© Ont of thy Own Mouth, will I convict thee.” 


«© Thoſe who know in what a Courſe of ' Irregularity many theatrical 
«© Performers live, will not charge me with having drawn a Portraiture 
« too glaringly Vicious.” Preface to GII Br As. 
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DEDICATION -' 


f 


To that man, who has the un- 


exampled happineſs of having 

fix daughters, poſſeſſing invari- 

ably, the moſt unſullied virtues ; 

and whoſe conduct, is an orna- 
ment to the age in which they 
live. | 


Brun, | 

Ir the language, (the ſubject 
matter is vice,) of the following 
work, was equal to the dignity, of 
it's counterpart, VIRTUE, I ſhould 


have no occaſion to make an apo- 


logy, 
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DEDICATION. 
logy, for preſuming to trouble you 

with this dedication, From a. va- 
ricty of experience, en the uni- 
Form tendency of your own conduct, 
J can have no doubt you will re- 
mem ber, 0e that virtue chathed in a 
white robe of innocence and purity, 
will always fland the teff of every 
fublunary ordeal; and that corroſive 
vice will be puniſhed by SOVEREIGN 
ConTEMPT, for humanity cannot 
ſuggeſt an excuſe, * habitual 


iniquity. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TI ESE Memoirs, as originally offered 
to the publiſher, have been printed, and 
ready for publication, more than a fort- 
night, and would have been delivered in a 
a day or two, after the inſettion of the firſt 
advertiſement, 

But ſuch uncommon pains have been 
taken to prevent the publication, that the 
publiſher was determined to be cautious, in 

order to avoid every conſequence, which 
thoſe gentlemen who have held out ſuch 
threats, have pointed out to him— 

He has been aſſured, from ſuch authog 
rity, as he thinks he can depend upon, that 
Mrs. Billington has declared, ſhe- intended 
to difavow the Letters, upon oath. Such 
a declaration, had it been communicated to | 
him, from Mrs, Billington with an affidavit | 
annexed, would certainly have prevented 
the publication. He hopes he is not de- 
ceived, for he has taken care ta ayoid 3 


charge Pr 
| * 
> 


r rn , * = — I | \ _ E's 2 

, 5 Gs "_ * g_ 9 R . — _ . * 
2 8 3 — As — + — " l 4 * Þ —j * * 6 2 

— » 41 . * 8 . > 7 
* , ? 4 * 4 6 7 4 
- * * * 2 4 7 5 ; by , , * * * n 
Sw. . Pr. LF. - N 2 4 2 
. * F £20 VE ASS - 8 > 0 4 
* 1 "A. 4 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


charge of ſuch atrocity, by making every 
inquiry in his power. Therefore, having 
avowed their authenticity, he finds it in- 
cumbent upon him to give the Memoirs, 
in their preſent mutilated ſtate, with a con- 
ſiderable reduction of matter, rather than 
be thought to have ſuppreſſed the publica- 
tion, in conſequence of the threats that 
have been made, by the friends of Mrs. 
Billin gton— oy 

Nevertheleſs the publiſher, cannot help 
acknowledging, that it is poſſible—not very 


probable, he may be in an error, as to the 


authenticity of the Letters. It reſts with 


Mrs. Billington to declare upon oath that 


they are ſpurious. Several Letters are ſup- 


preſſed, from prudential motives, but they 
are not deſtroyed; and it is the intention of 


the publiſher, to preſent them to the public, 


gratis, as ſoon as he can be ſatisfied, that 
Mrs. Billington has made up her mind, 


any affidavit ſhe may conſider 
reſpecting any 7 
herſelf warranted to make. 5 D 
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PREFATORY ADDRESS, 


CONTAINING THE REASONS WHICH HAVE DETERs 
TERMINED THE PUBLISHER TO PRESENT THE 
FOLLOWING MEMOIRS TO THE PUBLIC. 


Tu E Letters of Mrs. Billington to her 
late mother, with a variety of other inter- 
eſtin g ma tter, forming a re gular, connected 
work, were put into my hands ſome months 
ago, by a perſon of whom, at that time, I 
had no knowledge, and a propoſal was made 
to me, either to purchaſe the copy right, 
or be concerned in the publication, upon | 
fair and equitable terms. 

I defired time to conſider of the pro- 
poſal ; but in the courſe of the converſation 
it came out, that the Letters had been ob- 
tained, in the firſt inſtance, from a perſon 

B who 


XS } 


who was executor to Mrs. B's. mother, 
and in the period of four or five years, had 
been in the poſſeſſion of as N different 
perſons. 

Here I was at a ſtand, not being diſpoſed 
to have any concern in a publication, the 
ſtamina of which Vibe Letters) had been 
ſo unfairly procured. It is ſufficient for my 
purpoſe to mention in this place, that the 
author, compiler, or by whatever deſcription 
he ſhould be named, had acknowledged, 
that he had been employed for ſome time 
in forming the work, by a celebrated pub- 
lic performer who had paid him twenty 
guineas for his trouble ; and upon the fai- 
lure of the payment of another ſum, that 
performer, whether male or female is of no 
concern, had given him the Letters, &c. 
&c. for his trouble, being unwilling to pro- 
ceed any further in the publication of a 
work, for which he or ſhe had abſolutely 
paid this labourer in literature twenty gui- 
neas. Here we parted ; but the Letters, 
&c. were left with me, upon my giving an. 
undertaking to return the copy, if I ſhould 
determine not to have any concern In the 

public- 


Gu 


publication. It had alſo been agreed, that 
I was to make what inquiry I pleaſed, and 
particularly of the perſon whoſe fair pro- 
perty the Letters were ; but as I had no 
clue by which I could trace that perſon, 
for two or three days I was in ſuſpence, as 
the Compiler neither knew his name or 
place of abode: he had only heard it was 

from Mrs. B's mother's executor they 
were obtained. U pon looking over the 
Letters attentively, a memorandum was diſ- 
covered which removed at once this im- 
portant difficulty. _ 

The ſame evening I called upon the per- 
ſon, and civilly aſked him, if thoſe Letters 
(ſhewing him the Letters in the following 
work)-were written by Mrs, B. to her 
mother ; apologizing for the liberty I had 
taken in calling upon him, and hinting that 
I had heard they were obtained of him ſur- 
reptitiouſly. I told him the fair ſtate of 
the buſineſs, which appeared to him fo 
ſatisfactory, that he immediately informed 
me the Letters were genuine, but as they 


were not fit to be publiſhed, and had been 
obtained of him unfairly, a circumſtance he 
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fincerely regretted, he ſaid he would give 
ſome ſmall acknowledgement to the Com- 
piler if he would conſent to deſtroy them; ; 
that he had inſerted an advertiſement in a 
news- paper ſome years ago, offoring a re- 
ward to any perſon who might be in the 
poſſeſſion of the Letters, that would re- 
turn them, deſcribing particularly, the cover 
in which they now are: that he knew no- 

thing of Mrs. B. having neither ſeen, or 
heard her, ſince the interment of her mo- 
ther, ſeveral years ſince. 

I returned home perfectly ſatisfied; in- 
deed the Letters had ſo much the appear- 
ance of authenticity, being written in the 
fame hand, and forming a general, connected, 
(I with I could fay virtuous) correſpondence, 
from a daughter to her mother, I had very 
very little or no doubt, they were genuine; 
before I called upon the only perſon who 
perhaps would declare, — were written by 
Mrs. Billington. 

I had ſome credit at ſtake with the pub- 
lic, and I did not want to be informed, 
what conſtruction that Public would put 
_ wy conduct, were I to publiſh a work 

under 


CODY 


under the annexed title, and inſert letters 
which were never written by the Heroine 
of the piece. | 

In this ſtate of uncertainty, reſpecking 
the publication, I remained ſome time, 
and the Compiler frequently urged me to 
come to a determination, and return him 
the work, ſhould I decline his propoſals.— 
Hear me thou God of truth! I refuſed to 
comply with his requeſt, though in itſelf fo 
reaſonable ; and hear me ye Publiſhers; 
who know what a valuable traffic is SCAN- 
DAL ! I had read the Letters with atten- 
tion, as well as the other parts of the 
work : I knew Mrs. Billington was young, 
handſome, muſical; but if ſhe wrote the 
real fentiments of her heart to her mother, 
as expreſſed in the letters which then were, 
and are now in my poſſeſſion, ſhe muſt be 
loſt to every ſentiment of virtue, honour, 
and integrity ; and immerſed in the horrible 
depths of human depravity. It is of no 
conſequence whether the declaration is made 
in this Addreſs, or in the Memoirs, “ that 
ſome letters are ſuppreſſed, and a variety of 


matter, which Can be borne out, by her own 


hand 
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band writing, and fuch ample teſtimony, as 
would filence every ſuſpicion.” In truth, 
the circumſtances are ſhocking to decency. 
To keep the reader no longer out of the 
ſecret, I commiſerated the ſituation of our 
heroine ; and I ſolemnly declare, I imme- 
diately determined to have no concern in a 
publication, which I am ſure will be very 
productive. After this long delay, I per- 
ſuaded the poor Compiler to agree, that I 
ſhould write to Mrs. Billington, and inform 
her of all the circumſtances reſpecting the 
intended publication; and he ſeemed to be 
fatisfied with a promiſe, I made him, of re- 
ceiving the enormous ſum of TEN GUINEAs, 
as foon as the letters, and the other parts of 
the work, were delivered to her fair hand. 

I am now going to aſſert, what no perſon 
will believe, until the whole of this Pre- 
fatory Addreſs is read, viz.— I wrote in very 
civil terms to the Syren, as had been agreed 
upon, adviting her of the probable conſe- 
quences that would happen, ſhould the pub- 
licatioh of the Memoirs take place. I wrote 
2 ſecond letter, not having the honour of 
receiving any anſwer to the firſt, to the ſame 


purport, 


(ww) 


purport, aſſuring her upon my word, that 
whether ſhe agreed to the propoſal, or re- 
jected it, She had nothing to fear from me, 
« for I would have no concern, or be in any 
« wiſe aiding or aſſiſting in the publication of 
e the work”!!! and with that determination 
I made up my mind. Not receiving any 
anſwer in a reaſonable time, I returned the 
Papers and Letters to the Compiler. 

The day after, Mr. Billington, accompa- 
nied by a gentleman, called at my houſe: 
he inquired of me if I had written A Let- 
ter to Mrs. Billington, which I thought 
plainly indicated, that one had been ſur- 
preſſed. Upon being anſwered in the af- 
firmative he replied “that is all Sir” and 
went away ; and two or three days after I 
wrote a Letter to that gentleman, of which 
the following is a copy. 


SIR, 


As your inquiry, if I had written to 
Mrs. Billington, ſeemed to apply to one 
Letter, it may be neceſſary to inform you, 
ſhe had at that time, received two from me. 
—Candour is a line I have ever purſued, 

in 


— 
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in the courſe of my buſineſs, and I ſhall be 
ſorry to have any other conſtruction put 
upon my intentions. — The work cannot 
fail to be very productive to the Compiler; 
and J have hitherto delayed the publication, 


in the hope you might be diſpoſed to get 


the poſſeſſion of the original Letters, Pa- 
pers, and indeed, the whole ſtamina of the 
work. | | 


JAMES RIDGWAY. 
York-ſtreet St. James' * | 


| Who will 3 that 8 all ==] eien 
treatment, the parties had received from me, 
with an invariable aſſurance that I would 
never publiſh Mrs. B.'s Memoirs, Mr. Bil- 
lington, that gentle man who takes ſo much 
care to preſerve the immaculate virtue of 
his more than virtuous wife, ſhould have 
the audacity, and the Þeatneſs, to inſert the 
following paragraph in the Morning Herald. 
Mr. Neild, his attorney, confeſſed to me he 
cauſed the inſertion of it. | 
« A celebrated muſical female, a Gi 
days ago, received a letter from a book - 
« ſeller, intimating that a publication of 
| « ſome 


een 

fore juvenile letters, and family anecdotes, 
«© would ſpeedily take place, unleſs a ſuit- 
* "IP doureur ſhould intervene. The x per- 
former very properly determines to an- 
ec —_ this letter © by attorney.” If ſe- 
te yeral other perſons would conduct them- 
« ſelves with equal reſolution, a ſtop might 
ebe put to the baſe expedients of many 

ce a literary aſſaſſin.” 

In the moment almoſt, when I was la- 
menting my fooliſh ill-placed concern for 
the ſituation of Mrs. Billington, the Com- 
piler called upon me, and deſired I would 
re- conſider his propoſals ; and juſt as I had 
received the letters and papers again into 
my poſſeſſion, a letter was put into my 
hand, from Mefirs. Neild and Buſh, of 
which the following is a copy; but before 
I infert it, it may be neceſſary juſt to ob- 
| ferve upon the expreſſions, © Family Anec- 
« dotes, Youthful Levities, and Genuine 
Letters,” that within a few months after the 
Lady of Youthful Levity, had entered into 
the ſolemn bond of matrimony, with her 
compliant huſband ; with an eaſy forgetful- 
neſs, and regardleſs of her ſituation, being 

C at 


Norfolk ret, Nov. 18, 1791. 


4 0 


at the time in pregnancy, unqueſtionably; by 
her huſband, ſhe wrote a letter, for the 
purpoſe of making her mother laugh, ſay- 
ing ſhe had made a cuckold of this ſame 
hutband, - with D. the manager of the 
Dublin Theatre, confeſſing herſelf, in the 
ſame breath a w—e and an adultreſs. 
SI, 

« Mr. and Mrs. Billington have delivered 
us your three Letters, together with the 
title of your intended publication, and we 
have their directions to inform you, that 
they will enter into no terms or correſpond- 
ence with you, on the ſubject of your Let- 
ters.—If either of their characters are at- 
tacked in any publication, they will apply 
to the laws of their country for protection; 
and in caſe you ſhould become the publiſher, 


your Letters will be ſubmitted to a court 
ol juſtice, who will judge of your inten- 
tions. 


We are your humble ſervants, 


NEILD and BUSH.” 


To Mr. Ridgway, Bookſeller, 


The 


. 
The reader will obſerve, that in the laſt 


Letter I wrote, I incloſed the title of the _ 


work; but to put my intentions to the teſt, 

dare the parties to publiſh my Letters, 
for I have not preſerved copies of them. 
Attornies are not in general the beſt diſ- 
poſed men, to ſettle differences in an amic- 
able way, and I was convinced the moment 
I received, what is generally termed a 
Lawyer's Letter, that open hoſtilites would 
commence by threats, and the breach made 
fo wide, that it never could be filled up, 
but by the publication of Mrs. — 
ton's Memoirs. 

If I can underſtand common Engliſh, 
in a common way, Meſſrs. Neild and Buſh, 
could have no liberal authority, to threaten 
me for doing, what I had moſt ſolemnly de- 
termined not to do. I had given up all 
thoughts of being concerned in the publi- 
cation, until the inſertion of the paragraph, 
reſpecting Family Anecdotes, and the receipt 
of the Letter from Meſſrs. Neild and Buſh, 
—Having at this period changed my inten- 
tions, I wrote the following Letter to Mr. 
Billington incloſing the copy of another, 

C 2 1 ſon: 
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J ſent to his Attornies, which is alſo 
annexed, 


SIR, 


From the candid treatment you received 
from me, when you called in York-ſtreet, 
I had no reaſon to believe you would have 
plunged yourſelf and Mrs, Billington into 
a labyrinth of uneaſineſs, by threatening me, 
who meant to ſerve you, and applying ta 
an Attorney. The encloſed is the anſwer 
J have juſt ſent to Meſſrg. Neild and Buſh, 


JAMES RIDGWAY, 
To Mr. Billington. © 


Meſſrs. Ne11D and Bush. 
SIR, 

You certainly have not attended to the 
contents of my Letters, or you would not 
have preſumed, to threaten me for doing, 
what it was never my intention to do. That 
being. the caſe, I now inform you, my, in- 
tentions are changed, and I will publiſh | 
Mrs. Billington's Memoirs. Surely you can- 
not be ſerious, if you know any thing of 
the parties: Hurt their characters] Can you 

; mean 


(Wm) 
mean the character of Mrs. Billington, wha 
unreſervedly declares her own infamy, in a 
letter in my poſſeſſion, by writing in plain 
terms to her mother, that ſhe has made 
a cyckold of her huſband, by committing 
adultery with Mr. Daly,” that her huſband 
is a villain, and that ſhe means to leave him. 
If there is a wretch on earth, more deſpica- 
ble than human infirmity in the extreme, it 
muſt be ſuch a ſcoundrel as permits his 
wite to live in a courſe of infamous adultery, 
and conſtantly partake of the earnings of her 
proſtitution ! Thisobſervation inmyopinion, 
cannot apply to Mr. and Mrs. Billington. 

My intentions were intended to preſerve 
the peace of the virtuous Lady and Gentle- 
man in queſtion. Their characters I can 


know nothing about, and your threats I . 


JAMES RIDGWAY. 


The gentlemen who have thought pro- 
per to hold out their conditional threats, I 
apprehend have been rather extra- profeſ- 
ſional in their endeavours to prevent the 
publication of Mrs, Billington's Memoirs; 
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for I have experienced their zeal in behalf 
of their afiuen? client, firſt by threatening 
me by letter with a proſecution ; afterwards 


perſonally, in the preſence of a gentleman 
whom Mr. Neild brought with him as a 


_ witneſs to my houſe; and not fatisfied, as 


the laſt effort, they have unwarrantably 


preſumed, upon ſeeing the advertiſement in 


the daily papers, to ſerve the different pub- 
liſhers with a cautionary notice to the fol- 


Jowing purport. 


SIR, 
„We think it right to inform you that 


Mr. and Mrs. Billington are taking the 


NEEDFUL ſteps for the purpoſe of ap- 
pealing to the laws of their country againſt 
Mr. J. Ridgway, as well on account of cer- 
tain letters wrote by him reſpecting Mr. and 
Mrs. Billington, as on account of his intended 


publication of Mrs. Billington's Memoirs ; 


and as an advertiſement containing the par- 
ticulars of ſuch intended publication ap- 
peared in the WorLD and MorninG 
HERALD, printed by you on Saturday laſt, 
we fubmit to you the propriety of pub- 
— | | liſhing 


( xv ) 
liſhin 8 ſuch advertiſement pending this 
buſineſs. 


We are, Sir, your obliged ſervants, 


| NEILD and BUSH.” 
Norfolk-ſtreet, Dec. 8, 1791. | | 


It is now generally agreed that public 
performers, whoſe morals are flagitious, are 
the proper objects of general cenſure. 
Then ſhould not the Public join in the 
moſt indignant reprobation of a wretch, 
who has been the ſole cauſe of alienating 
the affections of an indulgent huſband, from 
an amiable virtuous wife, and a numerous, 
beautiful offspring? Commiſeration is of 
no avail in ſuch circumſtances; for it is a 

ſcandal to ſociety, that ſuch a performer 
| ſhould receive a liberal and generous pro- 
8 

Vice, ugly vice, in all its deformities, is 
too often countenanced upon the ſtage; 
and it is a lamentable reflection, that in the 
following publication, —not one Chapter, 
can equitably be allotted, to poor neg- 
lected VIRTUE ! 


JAMES RIDGWAY. 
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” White was the robe the infant wore, _ 
&* Net Chaſtity, the Name ſhe bore.” 


4 2 8328 


Dor of thy own mouth will I convict thee, 
is a text of ſacred reference, but in the fol- 
lowing Memoirs it has an immoral applica- 
tion, in order to authenticate vice. 5 
The Lady, who is the ſubject of them, 

is the daughter of Wierman and 
Charles Wiechſel, a 8 3 and, as 
Plutarch has ſanctioned the authority, I 
ſhall content myſelf with ſaying, ſhe was 
born. in a year I do not accurately know 
the date of, though I believe it was in 
1765; and, with equal uncertainty, I can 
hardly venture to name the place which 
D ſhe 
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ſhe drew her firſt breath in: the annals of 
Vauxhall declare in favour of Litchfield- 
ſtreet, in the pariſh of St. Ann's, Soho.— 
Homer's birth-place is not ſufficiently af- 
certained, at the diftance of nearly four 
thouſand years, therefore I ſhall leave the 
point in doubt as I found it, and to her fu- 
ture biographers the honour of making the 
diſcovery. _ 

From this left-handed marriage, or con- 
nexion, there is ſurviving a ſon Charles, - 
and if the declaration of his fiſter in her 
letters to her mother can be depended upon, 
the father and the brother are as eminently 
wicked, as they are eminently mufical. 
To pluck the beam out of thine own eye, 
before thou place one in the eye of another, 
is an admonition both neceffary and profit- 
able ; for by avoiding the example of the 
infamous we gather ſtrength in virtue; and, 
by pointing out the faults of others, we are 
induced to make that important inquiry of 
ourſelves, Haft thou done by thy netghbour as 
thou wiſh to be done by.—Etror is the lot 
of human nature, and the Compiler of this 
work is not free from it. 
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_ Having finiſhed my prolegomena, or in- 
troductory diſcourſe, I will now * * 
my narration. 

A connexion began by chance, was con- 
tinued by neceſſity; and as Miſs. Betſey's 
putative father was a muſician in one of the 
regiments of foot guards, and her mother a 
public ſinger, it is not a matter of much 
ſurprize, that ſhe was early and alternately, 
ſtarved or beat into the knowledge of muſic, 
before ſhe well knew her letters by any 
other means than as they are applied to the 
gamut. Her proficiency in muſic, upon 
the piano forte, was as rapid as her diſpo- 
ſition, —or as the diſpoſition of him who 
attempted to deſpoil her was 
Some of my readers may object to the laſt 
expreſſion, yet the truth is, her father was 
detected in attempting an intercourſe with 
' his muſical offspring, before ſhe could 
poſſibly, from her tender yory have had 
any tendency to vice. 

Theſe circumſtances remind me of a 
tranſaction equally infamous, that happened 
at an aſſize, or quarter ſeſſion, in Surry, 
nearly at the ſame time. The defendant, 
D2 one 


* 
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one Augus, a muſician, was charged with 
attempting, or with abſolutely committing, 
a rape upon a young perſon about twelve 
years of age, and it was remarked by the 
whole court, with what accuracy and 
feeling, the innocent young * gave 
her evidence ! / 

The Father and mother were enabled to 
ſupport themſelyes, and Miſs and Maſter 
Wiechſel, by their joint muſical exertions : 
the father being engaged as a clarionet 
player at the Italian opera, and the mother 
as a ſinger in Vauxhall gardens; and at 
ſome times they were as prodigally affluent, 
as at others they were miſerably poor. 
Such is the inſtability of muſical ability, 
except in the inſtance of Miſs Betſey, now 
Mrs. Billington, who with a fine- voice, 
and great muſical knowledge, has been 
able to fave a confiderable fortune, ac- 

quired ſolely by her public performances, 
She performed upon the piano forte at 
ſeveral benefit concerts, and accompanied 
herſelf, at ſo early a period, that ſhe, as well 
as her brother Charles, who often played 
violin concertos, in a white frock, may he 
truly 
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truly faid to have rivalled Maſter Crotch, 
or any of thoſe juvenile performers, that 
have engaged the attention of muſica] 
amateurs for ſome years paſt. 
The early life of a muſician is not very 
intereſting, and therefore after mentioning, 
that as ſoon as ſhe laid aſide the uſe of a 
ſpoon, ſhe became a dexterous performer 
with a knife and fork, I ſhall haſten ts 
that period, from which ſhe might have 
marked her future happineſs, inſtead of 
that accumulated folly and indiſcretion, 
which has made her either the obje& of 
public approbation, upon account of her 
muſical performances, or private deteſtation, 
from the depravity of her mind. Miſs had 
ſuch a general turn to muſic that jt was 
impoſſible to keep her from attempting to 
play upon any little flagetet which the could 
get at, belonging to her male playmates 
about Vauxhall, and it will hardly be be- 
lieved what a proficiency ſhe made upon © _ | 
them. | 3 — 
From ſome cauſe or other, no matter ER 
what, the mother and father of our heroine 
ſeparated about eight or nine years ſinęe, and 
it 
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| it was then found ab/o/utely neceſſary to look 


out for a huſband for Miſs. It luckily hap- 
pened that Mr. James Billington was juſt 
at that time in love; and as Betſey Wiechſel 
had been ſo long afflicted with her conſtant 
com plaint, the want of a huſband, matters 
were ſoon ſettled, and James Billington 
and Elizabeth, his now wife, were tied by 
that indiſſoluble union, according to ſome, 
and made bone of the fame bone, and fleſh 
of the ſame fleſh :—they were married at 


Lambeth church. 


According to the uſual cuſtom of all 


great writers, FiELDinNG in particular, I 


muſt now digreſs a little. 

The inſtrument which James Billington, 
very ably, and harmoniouſly had been ac- 
cuſtomed to perform upon, was a REMARK- 
ABLE GOOD TENOR.—He attempted 
a little flute, for the firſt time, the /ame day 
he was married, and again the next morn- 
ing; but it was fo defective in its conſtruc- 


Zion, that his wife inſiſted he ſhould put it 


up, and ſhe has never permitted him to 

perform with it ſince. 
6 with the firſt reference in the 
title 
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title page, I muſt inform my readers, james 
Billington objected at firſt to give up his 
GOOD OLD TENOR ; but ſince he has 
been perſuaded by his dear ſpouſy to take 
to the DOUBLE BASE, an inſtrument 
upon which he is become a proficient, to 
the great concern of all his friends, muſical 
and otherwiſe ; as the fat and ſharp notes 
upon this inſtrument, can eaſily be touched 
by any mean common performer, and are 
not fo ſoft and ſweet, as the notes he 
produced upon his TENOR. | 
Her father Charles Wiechſel, generally 
played duetts with her upon his inſtrument, 
which was the clarionet, and her brother 
Charles would ſometimes, when the father 
was engaged at the opera, endeavour: to 
amuſe her with his F. Hautboy, accom- 
panied by Miſs Betſey, upon her favourite 
inſtrument the piano 
As the lady is unqueſtionably a good mu- 
ſician, it is not to be wondered at, if I de- 
Clare there is no woman more capable of 
determining in an inſtant upon the tone or 
conſtruction of any inſtrument : her feeling 
is exquiſite, and her muſical knowledge 
in 
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in general, ſecond to none, not even to the 
judgment of Mrs. Jordan or Mrs. Crouch, 
upon any inſtrument. 

Soon after her marriage, Billington, his 
wife, her father and brother, went to Ire- 
land upon an engagement with Mr. Daly, 
to perform in Dublin; and as I thall have 
occaſion ſoon to mention the name of 
CR Ax, a Gentleman, who was remarkable 
for his performances upon a muſical inſtru- 
ment almoſt peculiar to that enviable na- 
tion, I ſhall deſcribe it! 

It was called a Celeſtina, exactly of the 
ſhape and make of a DouBLEt BAs800Ny 
which by the improvement and addition of 
a large Ex D or Tor, could be tuned to the 
greateſt nicety, in the ſame manner as the 


improved German Flutes, by pulling out 


the end, or putting it in cloſe. From the 
delicate ear of Mrs. Billington ſhe@ould al- 
ways keep it in tune, by a ſhifting move- 
ment, which ſhe applied to the inſtrument, 
at pleaſure. This inſtrument is particularly 
conſtructed, and is played in pieces of muſic 
ſet in Two Parts, or Duets, but the manner 
of holding the inſtrument, being ſomewhat 

ſingular, 
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| Cingular, I muſt be under the necceſſity of 
_ deſcribing the manner in which it is played 
upon. Place the inſtrument horizontally, 
the end or top in a ſtrait line, by which 
means you have the command of it, and of 
courſe can change the time, according as 
the muſic varies. It ſucceeds beſt in ſuch 
muſic in which the time is progreſſive; for 
inſtance, if the bar you begin with is a 
Breve, which is the longeſt note in muſic, 
you get a pauſe or reſt of the ſame meaſure, 
and fo on, occaſioned by the different mea- 
ſures of the notes before you. It is har- 
monious and pleaſing in any time, or in any 
key, but it is exquiſitely ſo when you come 
to quick time, which is the meaſure moſt 7 
delectable upon the Celeftina. The muſic 5 
written in common time for this inſtrument | 
has a long pauſe, or Ad libitum mark >, 
which muſt be dwelt upon, before you can 
Da Capo. Once when Mr. Cray was per- | 
forming upon this double baſſe, or Celeſtina, M 
accompanied by Mrs. Billington upon the 
Piano Forte, by the effort he made to pro- 
duce a fine effect, her inſtrument being per- 
fectly in tune, the maid, who was likewiſe 
E fond 
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fond of muſic, upon hearing a great craſh 
of the inſtruments, ran into the room, and 
found her miſtreſs's piano forte, had given 
way, by the breaking of one of the jacks. 
This accident brought upon Mrs. Billing- 
ton a dreadful illneſs, when after trying 
every remedy, recommended by the faculty 
in ſuch caſes, ſhe had at laſt the happineſs 
to experience a perfect cure, by taking fome 
bottles of Velnos' Vegetable Syrup, pre- 
pared by Mr. Swainſon, Frith-ſtreet, 

Soho. | 
It is not to be forgotten or unnoticed, 
that Mrs. Billington at the time ſhe was fo 
ſorely ill, in conſequence of her diſorder oc- 
caſioned by the damage her inſtrument had 
received, was rich in muſic and promiſes ; 
not ſo abundant in caſh, therefore it was 
neceſſary to fulfil every obligation ſhe had 
made to her maid, who by the bye, ſhe 
calls a curſed bitch, in one of the Letters 
addreſſed to her mother. This maid of 
all work, was always ready to put her hand 
to any thing, and ſhe was ſo parſimoniouſly 
diſpoſed to her miſtreſs's intereſt, -or con- 
cern, (her maſter had no concern 1N 1T) 
| that 
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that upon hearing the great Craſh of the 
inſtruments, at the end of the duet, which 
had been juſt finiſhed by Cray and Mrs. 
Billington, ſhe ran into the room with a 
| ſmall taper or Ruſh-Light in her hand, 
which negle& was immediately obſerved by 
her miſtreſs, who execrated her in the moſt 
opprobrious terms ; declaring at the fame 
time, that if ſhe knew her ever 2 a ſmaller 
candle than thoſe called LONG TENS, 
ſhe would immediately diſcharge her. The 
maid was ſenſibly affe#ed by the rebuke, 
curteſeyed obedience in future, but reminded 
her miſtreſs at the ſame time, that as ſhe 
could not pay her wages, ſhe would hold 
her to a promiſe that had been made her, 8 
of being inſtructed to perform upon any 
inſtrument, ſhe the maid, ſhould believe ſhe 
had ability to accompliſh.—Things being 
now in a way of going forward, the miſtreſs 
agreed to begin the leſſons intended to per- 
fect the maid in muſic, by teaching her 
the gamut, or ſcale, which conſiſts of the 
letters, G. A. B. C. D. E. F. as applied to 
the muſical intonates, Do, Re, Me, Fa, Sol, 
La, Fa.— The young practitioner in muſic, - 
- E 2 was 
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was -delighted wich the tone, Do! Do! 
Do! which ſhe hit fo accurately, that her 
inſtructreſs ſtruck, the third M E, and to a 
time called Allegro or quick. The half 
or Semitones, are placed between B. and C. 
and E. and F. but as theſe are niceties in C 
muſic, the willing pupil could only attain 
to. the-hitting of the diſtance between the 
notes B. and C.—With ſuch ample inſtruc- 
tion, from fo able an inſtructeſs, the maid 
ſoon became well acquainted with the com- 
paſs and perfection of every inſtrument of , 
muſic ; and after all the kind treatment 
ſhe had received, left her miſtreſs's concerns 
at ſixes and ſevens, declaring that the beſt 
pieces of muſic ſhe had ever ſeen, were 
thoſe compoſed in the key F. natural, with 4 
apart obligata, in C. flat. 9 
Late in November, or very early in De- 
cember 1783, Mrs. Billington, her huſband 
Aif ſuch a——is deferving that name) fa- a 
ther and brother arrived at the Marine 
Hel, Dublin; where after ſome refreſh- 
ment, a hair dreſſer was called to attend 
her, of whom ſhe made enquiry concern- 
ing the ſuperior proweſs and natural quali- 
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fications of the Iriſh gentlemen, which they 
| boaſt of upon every occaſion that offers, and 


endeavour to eſtabliſh themſelves as ſuperior 
to. eyery other race of men in the world. 
Lodgings were taken for the whole family. 
at Mrs. Gunſtone's, No. 107, Capel-ſtreet; 
the evening following - they viſited the 
Theatre, and fat in the boxes.—A Mr. C. 
of Limerick, who was upon terms of in- 
timacy with D. the Iriſh manager, being 
behind the fcenes, was informed by D. of 


the arrival of Mrs. B. and family, and of 
their being in the Theatre at that period; 


the place where they fat, being pointed out 
to him by D. through the opening of the 
curtain, C. with that degree of modefty 
ſo peculiar to his countrymen, went imme 
diately and introduced himſelf to Mrs. B. 


by congratulating her upon her fafe arrival 


in Ireland; the great acquiſition ſhe would 


prove to the Iriſh Stage &c. and in return 


for theſe extravagant encomiums ſhe invited 
him to breakfaſt the next morning, when 
the moſt daring infringements upon the 
rights of a huſband took place, before that 
huſteand s face, and in the. prefence of the 

father 
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father and brother. In a few days after, 
B. was diſpatched to Liverpool, in very 
| tempeſtuous weather, pretendly to ſee after 
the muſic, inſtruments, and baggage, which 
- were not arrived in Ireland, but in reality 
to favour the introduction of C. to Mrs. 
B—'s bed chamber, which was effected in 
a night or two after, by C—'s pretending 
to viſit Mrs. B— s ſervant ; the ſame Lady 
who had ſuch a fine ear to muſic, and called 
by her miſtreſs a curſed bitch in one of the 
Letters. Mrs. Gunſtone ſuſpecting from 
appearances what was going forward, fat 
up to watch, but in vain, till ſhe liſtened 
at the door of Mrs. B.'s chamber, when 
ſhe was convinced C. was there (this was 
between one and two in the morning.) 
Mrs. G. immediately alarmed the father 
and brother, weakly thinking they poſſeſſed 
ſome portion of manly dignity and honour ; 
2 moſt violent noife immediately enfued, 
Mrs. G. placing herſelf at the chamber 
door, determined to fee who it was, to 
whom Mr. B. was ſo much obliged for 
ſupplying his place during his abſence. 
After ſome pauſe, the door was opened, and 
©; out 
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out comes Capt. C. (ſo he was called, from 
having held a ſubaltern's commiſſion during 
a ſhort period of the war, in one of the ad- 
ditional new raiſed companies) threatening 
deſtruction to any one who oppoſed his de- 
parture, and brandiſhing a large horſe- 
whip, the father and brother of Mrs. B. 
remaining at the head of the ſecond flight 
of ſtairs, with their room door open, to 
ſecure a retreat. The following morning 
Mr. C. with unparrelled villainy, detailed 
the moſt minute particulars of his recent 
adventure in ſeveral of the principal coffee- 
houſes, and in the courſe of the day, at the 
taverns. 85 

During B's abſence, frequent opportu- 
nities were made for C. to repeat his viſits; 
at length after a very dangerous trip, B. 
returned to Dublin, where he ſoon expe- 
rienced domeſtic miſery in the extreme ; 
and he was compelled to leave his apart- 
ment, for the cold and ſolitary comfort of 
Sheridan's hotel, in Fownes's-ſtreet. It 
was during his ſtay at this hotel, Mrs. B. 
accompanied by her worthy female ſervant, 
(who had attended her from England, the 
| curſed 
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curſed muſical bitch) called one evening 
in a coach, at C's lodgings in Chapel- 
ſtreet, inſiſting on his taking his piſtols, and 
ſeeking B. whom ſhe informed C. was 
at the hotel, to compel him to fight a 
duel : this requeſt could not be/then com- 
plied with, as C. had a large party to din- 
ner, but a meſſage was delivered to B. tho 
not altogether of the nature intended, as the 
gentlemen who was newly arrived from 
England (for ſuch he is truly) who was 
_ prevailed upon to deliver it, felt a due de- 
Fgree of horror at the very idea, and per- 
formed his commiſſion in a manner b 
ly juſt and honourable. 

It was during this period Mrs. B. maſt 
have been infected with a loathſome 
by C. as he was immediately after confined - 
to his room, from the ſame malady, that 
her criminal intercourſe with D. took 
place. The infamous family were ſoon 

after in ſeparate lodgings. Mrs, B. at 
Mrs. Partridge's, a looking-glaſs manufac- 
turer's, in Parhament-ſtreet, where her 
Intercourſe with different men was by re- 
port, ſaid to be almoſt unlimitted. Mr. B. 
hap- 


_ 
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bappily found refuge at a Mr. Parkers's, an 
engravers, on Lower Ormond Quay ; the 
father and ſon elſewhere. B. was at this 
time deſtitute of a ſhilling, and without the 
means of procuring one, being cloſely con- 
fined: through the apprehenfion. of being 
arreſted on account of her debt ; but the 
generous, liberal, and friendly conduct of 
Mr Parker and family, amply alleviated all 
his want, as far as lay in their power: 
Mrs: B.'s firſt appearance on the ſtage was 
during ſome period of theſe virtuous tranſ- 
actions, in the ſerious opera of Orpheus, 
in which ſhe played Euridice, 'with ſome 
degree of applauſe ; her infamy being ſpread 
over every circle of ſociety, operating as 2 
drawback ; her future performances were 
but few, and fo thinly attended, that on 
the firſt night when ſhe played Mandane 
in Artaxerxes, to the Arbaces of Ten- 
ducci, it was ſaid very confidently the re- 
ceit of the houſe was under Tex Pounps | 
Mr. D. with his uſual dextrous and ho- 
nourable mode of paying, ſoon found in 
B. s abſence from his duty in the Orcheſ- 
tra, an excuſe for ſuſpending payment to 
* — 
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any one of the party, of a Gngle ſhilling, 
Mrs. B. not excepted, alledging a breach 


of the articles. C. though an infamous 
man had broke off his connexion, but had 
he not, he could have rendered her no ſer- 
vice, his own circumſtances being ſo much 
reduced. | 7 

Here then let the conſiderate mind look 
at the ſituation of this vicious woman, 
pregnant, diſeas d, and deſerted, even by 
thoſe for whom ſhe had facrificed, a proſ- 
pe, brilliant as her muſical acquirements, 
certainly are, Her ſervant ſtill continued 
with her, apparently attached to her, but 
in reality a ſpy ; for B. who was concerting 
meaſures with Parker and other friends for 
founding an action againſt D. for crim. 
con. with Mrs. B. of which they had ob- 
tained ſufficient proofs' to convict him, the 


| ſervant having made a hole in the curtain of 


the glaſs door, which led to Mrs. B's bed- 
chamber, or placed the curtain open ſuffi- 
ciently, to ſee all that paſſed in the room, 


without being obſerved ; ſo that ſhe had 
repeatedly ſeen every circumſtance neceſſary 
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to eſtabliſh the requiſite proofs in a court 
of juſtice. 

One part of the articles ſubüüſting be- 
tween this honourable M and truly 
amiable family was now fulfilled, which 
was the night at the theatre, free from all 
expences. Perhaps the only reaſon why it 
was fulfilled was, from a degree of com- ' 
punction, which even the worſt diſpoſed 
part of mankind ſometimes feel, and are 
induced to make /ome return, for, what they 
have received; and D. might think he 
could do no lefs, than allow the free night 
in his houſe, for the many he had received 
in another place. What a hind crea- 
ture! Whatever was the motive, it 
was allowed, and the amount of it paid the 
fame evening into Mrs. B—'s hand. 
The next morning, at a very early hour, 
Mr. B. attended by ſome perſons whom 
he confided in, entered her apartments, 
and ſeized every article of her cloaths, 
trinkets, and the caſh which was depo- 
fited in the deſk, not leaving a ſhilling to 
provide her a breakfaſt, or apparel to dreſs 
Herſelf when ſhe aroſe. The production 
of this expedition were conveyed to his 

\ F 2 apart 
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apartments on Ormond Quay, where an 
expoſure of certain articles of her dreſs 
was made, which delicacy, nay common 
decency ſhuddered at. This triumph how- 
ever B. did not long enjoy, for upon his 
departure from Parliament-ſtreet, a meſ- 
ſenger was diſpatched to the father, with 
information of what had taken place, who 
immediately went round to the ſeveral 
tradeſmen ſhe was indebted to, and by ex- 
aggerated and falſe repreſentation of what 
had paſſed in the morning, prevailed on 
them to arreſt B. for their ſeveral de- 
mands, which three creditors did, the fame 
day. Two were immediately paid, which 
nearly exhauſted the fund he had poſſeſſed 
himſelf of in the morning ; the third was 
bailed, by Parker and another. (Fifty 
Pounds was the utmoſt ſum he took 
away.) As there was not enough remain- 
ing to diſcharge it, a propoſal was made 
to the creditor (R. the jeweller, a man 
poſſeſſing great notoriety, particularly for 
his extraordinary modeſty.and humility) to 
take the trinkets, which were unimpaired 
by uſe, at haff price, and the remainder in 

| caſh; 
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_ caſh; which propoſal was refuſed, and the 
articles ſold, to make up his debt and coſts; 
Here then enſued a calm, all parties being 
ſtaggered how to act. Threats of law pro- 
ceedings were mutually ſet forth, but never 
carried further. Mrs. B. in order to give 
D. a power to claim the penalty of the arti- 
cles, refuſed to perform. At length a 
compromiſe was effected, and the articles 
were cancelled, and mutual releaſes, or 
ſomething of that nature were exchanged. 
Mrs. B. was neceſſitated to remove from her 
elegant apartments in Parliament-ſtreet, 
to a miſerable room in a miſerable place, 
called Little Strand-ſtreet, where her 
wretchedneſs ſeemed complete, and called 
for commiſeration; the father being the 
only perſon from whom ſhe received 
any pecuniary aſſiſtance. At length by 
ſome means or other, a re-union took 
place between the huſband and wife ; an 
engagement for her to fing at the Ro- 
tunda was made, and they were received 
back again at their former apartment in 
Capel-ſtreet. Another engagement was 
| alſo made, for her to perform at the En- 
gliſh opera-houſe, in Capel-ſtreet, then 
| under 
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under the management of that admirable 


mutician Signior Giordani ; both of. theſe 


_ engagements were fulfilled by Mrs. B. 
greatly to her reputation as a ſinger, parti- 
cularly at the opera-houſe, where muſic ſo 
highly congenial to her powers, was allotted 
her by Giordani. About the middle of the 
ſummer (1784) her accouchement took 
place, and early in September, Mr. and 
Mrs. B. ſet off to Waterford, to perform 
at the new theatre, under the management 
of Vandermeere, leaving the infant in 


Dublin, which ſoon after died of the horrid 


— received from its mother. In 
' Waterford all was apparently peace and 
regularity, until her ſecond benefit night, 
which not being an overflowing houſe, 
though nearly fo, induced Mrs. B. to break 
out into the moſt ſcurrilous and abuſive 
invectives, againft the truly reſpectable in- 
habitants of that city ; which ſhe continued 
to do during the enſuing day, particularly 
at the muſic ſhop on the quay, to the 
aſtoniſhment of all who heard her, as ſuch 
oaths and imprecations were uttered, as to 
induce. her auditors to imagine themſelves 


ad- 
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aàddreſſed by a Billinſgate, (inſtead of a Bil- 
lington) or common ſtreet walker. From 
Waterford they made a muſical excurſion 
to Nenagh, &c. and once more returned 
to Dublin, when a ſecond engagement with 
D. was excepted with the utmoſt ſatisfac- 
tion, by this very amiable pair. Very ſoon 
after, a recommencement of that | 
intercourſe which had heretofore created ſo 
much uneaſineſs, was begun by D. and 
Mrs. B. but to prevent B. from being too 
cloſe a ſpy, orders were given by D. to 
prevent B. from being admitted behind the 
ſcenes, at any time,—which was tamely 
acquieſced in by this diſgrace to manhood. 
ID's drefling room was the place in the 
theatre, where they met, which being ad- 
joining to a large place appropriated for the 
ſpare ſcenes, gave the carpenters, ſcene- 
ſhifters, and ſervants, an opportunity of 
making a hole in the wall, from whence 
they viewed every thing that paſſed in this 
ſmall temple of luſt and infamy. Either 
at the theatre, or at B's apartments on 
Upper Ormond Quay were theſe ſcenes re- 
peated, every opportunity that could be 
| made, 
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made. To favour them at the latter place, 
B. uſed. kindly. and good naturedly to fit 
during the performance of the play, in a 
dark corner of the gallery, or elſe obtained 
leave from D. to play at the Amateurs, or 
ſome other concert. Wine was ſupplied 
from D's cellar to the dreffing-room, to 
refreſh this pretty pair from their fatigues, 
with the ſame eaſe and unconcern, as if 
for Mr. D's table or company; and they 
retired with all that ſang froid, before all 
the performers and other perſons uſually 
behind the ſcenes of a theatre, which none 
but ſuch as | themſelves could poſſeſs. 
Even the preſence of viceroyalty itſelf 
proved no interruption, the m—— and 
the actreſs retired to practiſe together not 
a new part, as uſual, and remained ſhut 
up, till it was abſolutely neceſſary for him 
to pay his duty in lighting the viceroy 
from his box, when the figure he made, 
fully beſpoke what had been paſling during 
his ſecluſion. At laſt it was obſerved by 
the attendants of the viceroy,—to ſuch a 
height of impudence were they arrived. 
The ſeaſon paſſed on with an unvaried 

| repe- 
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repetition ; at len oth ſummer ani when 
it was expected Mrs. B. would have made 
a ſummer campaign to Limerick and Cork, 


with Mr. D. and his company, but fo infa- 
tuated were they both, as to remain in 
Dublin, D. leaving the management of 
his important concerns to a ſet of ſervants 


worthy of ſuch an employer ; who how- 
ever took eare to remit him, particularly 
from Cork, the money, which oughit to 
have been paid to the performers, many of 
whom had not received any part of their ſala- 
ries, or travelling expences, and were left to 
return to Dublin, in what manner they 
could; while D. and rh Billingtons were 


revelling in luxury, the means of which 


were ſupplied by D. as they were not in 
the receipt of a ſhilling, during the ſummer 
vacation in Dublin. Silks, ſatins, watches 
{one was accepted by Mr. B. and ſome 
articles of plate, were among the preſents 
given by D. and in return, as B's ſervant 
{the young muſician ] reported, B. would 
civilly retire, when D. viſited them, and 
leave him in full poſſeſſion of his wite and 


apartments, At her requeſt he would 
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walk out, and not return till the hour br 
appointed. The winter ſeaſon of the thea- 
tre recommencing, Mrs. B. continued to per- 
form both in public and private as uſual. 
At length Mrs. D. who had apparently 
been very paſſive, during this long con- 
tinued ſcene of infamy, on the part of her 
huſband, determined not to appear again on 
the tage, until Mrs. B.'s engagement was 
diffolved by fome means or other. A vio- 
tent illneſs ſhe was recovering from, gette- 
rally underftood to be cauſed by D.'s groſs 
miſconduct towards her, added to the re- 
monſtrances of her friends, as well as ſome 
perſons who were his principal ſupporters, 
aided her reſolution, and means were taken 
by the late Mr. Digges, who underſtood 
the negociation, to induce the B.'s to 
leave Ireland, which was effected by him 
upon (as it was given out and believed) 
the following terms, fixty guineas were 
paid down, and a fecurity entered into by 
D. to pay the remainder of her falary for 
that ſeaſon, provided ſhe did not meet with 
an engagement upon her arrival in London, 
Abſurd as it may appear, D. affected to be 
ceeply 
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deeply concerned for her abſence, dreſſed 
himſelf and appeared in mourning; was de- 


jected, forrowful, and avoided all buſineſs. 


for ſome days after. 

The father and brother, remained in 
Ireland ; but the cooing, loving doves, Mr. 
and Mrs. B. arrived in London, the latter 
end of the year 1776, and in a few days 
after their arrival, the celebrated Syren was 
engaged by Mr. Harris, to perform at 
Covent Garden Theatre. 

This work is not the hiſtory of a green- 
room, or the fallacious Catchpenny of a 
day. It contains not a ſingle line, that is 
overcharged, and though it was neceſſary 
to have a confirmation, ſtrong even as holy 
writ, to warrant the publication, after expe- 
riencing the profeſſional threats of Meſſrs. 
Neild and Buſh, of Norfolk-ſtreet, in the 
Strand, yet, ſo ready were the whole neigh- 
bourhood of Vauxhall, to give ample teſti- 
mony, to all and every the facts, mentioned 
to have happened in that place, that the 
Compiler has ſuppreſſed a long and parti- 
cular account of @ trial, ſent to him by A 
profeſſional gentleman that was employed 
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upon that memorable occaſion, whoſe ad- 


vice at the time was, 0 delay the proſecu- 
tion of the fidler, until proofs could be 
made out, to warrant the inſertion of the 


names of every performer, that had played 
in concert with o our herjone, 


A Chapter 
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A Chapter upon Law, at leaf upon Equity, which 
the Publiſher hopes, will exculpate him from the 
Conſequences, whatever they may be, of having 
Publiſhed the Memoirs of Mrs. Billington. 


Mxsszs. Neild and Buſh, with a ſoft- 
neſs and gentility, that did them credit, 
aſſured the publiſher, that they would ſhew 
him every poflible civility in the courſe of 
the intended proſecution. Moſt likely they 
have virtuous wives and children, or ſiſters, 
who reprobate a woman, who boaſts, that 
ſhe had made herſelf a——by a 
tercourſe with a married man, at a a. 
ſhe was known to be in a ſtate of deplora- 
ble diſeaſe, occãſioned by that intercourſe, 

and which was ſuppoſed to be the dh of 
the innocent victim, ſhe was ſoon to bring 
into the world. I beg pardon of the reader 
for ſuppoſing, that as Meſſrs. Neild and 
Buſh know the affertions can be amply 
proved, they have determined to proceed 
BY INFORMATION againſt the pub- 
liſher, in order to avoid the conſequences 
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of a probable Dedu#ion of Damages, by 
proving the facts, in an Action, for Pecu- 
niary Damages, &c. 

Mrs. B. has publiſhed her own in _ 
by acknowledging herſelf a ; ſhe ſays 
her huſband is a villain ; her brother and 
father are loaded with epithets of the fame 
ſoft nature. 

The ſuffering, injured, 3 de- 
ſerving, compliant huſband, advertiſed the 
public, not to truſt his wife: he ſeparated 
from her; went to her lodgings, and 
ſeized her cloaths, which he expoſed inde- 
cently, and the money ſhe had received the 
night before, upon account of her Benefit: 
dined frequently with the man, he had de- 
termined a ſhort time before to commence 
an action againſt, for criminal connexions 
with his wife; and of which connexions he 


had full proof; conſents to be precluded 


the privilege allowed to the loweſt per- 


former, of going behind the ſcenes of the 
Theatre, in which he, and every performer 
knew, his wife was playing him the cuck- 
old. After all, he takes his virtuous diſ- 
treſſed, and much injured love, to his im- 

| maculate 
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maculate boſom ; receives a watch as a 
preſent, from the man who had done him ſo 
much injury, and afterwards came to Eng- 
land, with his Syren, where the ſame ſcene 
of- intercourſe has been continued 
with other PERFORMERS of different 
and higher ranks, the particulars of which 

ſhall be continued in the next Chapter. 
The Duke of- , at that time 
V——y, had the misfortune to receive a 
Violent Concuſſion, by a fall he received 
from our SYREN, which was removed, by 
Mr. Swainſon's Valuable Syrup. 5 
The arrival in London, of Beau Cbit- 
terlin, otherwiſe Mr. James B. with his 
dear rib, was announced in the news- papers 
of the day; and as it is not neceſſary for me 
to trouble the reader with every theatrical 
anecdote, that has happened ſince that 
time, I ſhall only obſerve, that Vice 
« ſupplanted VIRTUE, as. ſoon as 
« Mrs. B. had made her firſt appear- 
* ance,—in plainer words, Mrs. Ban- 
* 7ifter, the younger, was diſcharged !” 
_ Amongſt the number of her early admirers, 
was the good-natured, late Duke of —-— ; 
| and 
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and if Meſſrs. Hearſay and Report, ars 
not ſuch liars, as in general they are be- 
lieved to be, and always ought to be con- 
ſidered, he likewiſe received a wound from 
the arrow of our ſweet ſinger, which pre- 
cipitated him into the Seventh Harry's 
Chapel; for thou gh he took, the valuable 
PANACEA before mentioned, Death 
was, the conquerer in the conflict he had 
with his illneſs. Another and another 
came, and the laſt gueſt was welcome as 
the firſt, provided they paid as. they went, 
for there is no account kept upon ſuch 
occaſions. Point i Argent, Point Sttfſe, 
means, NO MONEY, NO SYREN! 
At laſt, another Duke, as elegant as ele- 
gance in the extreme, and as honourable 
as learning, probity, and manners can 
make him,—the perfection of human na- 
ture, was caught in the Poland-ſtreet 
MAN TRAP. I do not know what da- 
mage he ſuſtained; but thanks to care 
and medical aid, he has removed the 
anguiſh, and ſurvives in health, to be 
the ornament of politeneſs, of manners, and 
general goodneſs. - The goddeſs of health 
could not ſpare him, and I hope ſhe will 

cer- 


MR9. + HULAESTON. 33 


cettainly attend him. The writer of this 
page, had the honour to know him when at 
ſchool; and if he has not given offence, by 
recommending his =, the Doctor, he 
hopes he cannot offend his Grace; by re- 
commending HIMSELF. | 

He will be glad to receive an infallible 
cure for his infirmity, PoveRTy, from 
his Grace's bounty, addreſſed to Omega, to 
be left at the Publiſher's. ; 

There is no article under the head Abo- 
 ferophe, in this publication, except one, 
reſpecting ſome leſſons which were ſaid 
to be ſtolen from Paradies, and one of the 
Levities, aſcribed to Handel, and publiſhed 
under the name of our heroine, at an early 
time of her life. It may he depended upon 
as a fact, that at twelve years of age, when 
her fingers were fo ſhort that ſhe could 
hardly extend her hand, to four notes of 
the piano forte, ſhe was then defirous to 
graſp large things, by attempting Octaves, 
or EIGHTHs ; the utmoſt extent of per- 
formance, with the right or left handg 
and ſhe had always a remarkable fine ſhake 
when her father was performing with her, 
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as ſhe is certainly indebted to him, for 
every perfection, ſhe now has, in her per- 
formance upon the Piano Forte. 
Now for all theſe truths, B. in his own 
name, and perhaps at the fuit of our 
S L- the K—-g, is to be per- 
mitted to file an information, which 7s 70 
be preſented, as for the good of ſociety, and 
the preſervation of morals, and therefore 
will pray the publiſher may be found guilty 
by a really virtuous fury, and a puniſhment 
inflicted upon the delinquent, by a ſentence, 
from an Upright Fudge, adequate to the 
oreat crime he has been guilty of, viz. 
Firſt, endeavouring to fave the credit of 
Mrs. and Mr. B. by adviſing them to buy 
up the records of their infamy at the enor- 
mous price of Ten Guineas; by the refuſal 
of which propoſal, and from their beha- 
viour, the publiſher knows he ſhall gain 
ſomething more; and laſtly, for making 
ſome communications to the public, from 
the letters of Mrs. Billington to her late mo- 
ther, in which there are expreſſions ſhock- 
ing to decency, offenſive to morality, and 
deteſtable to human nature. The pub- 
liſher 


MRS. BILLING TON. SS. | - 


liſher waits his doom, without much ap- 
prehenſion or fear of thoſe conſequences, 
which he has been threatened with by 
Meſſrs. Neild and Buſh, the virtuous Mrs. 
Billington, and the truly honourable, and 
manly Mr. Billington ! | ! The letters are 
pledged to be authentic, upon the oaths 
if neceſſary, of four perſons, who know 
Mrs. B.'s hand-writing ; and many letters, - 
and other matter is ſuppreſſed for the pre- 
ſent : In a ſhort time, if the Memoirs here 
preſented to the public, are not generally 
diſapproved, it is the intention of the com- 
piler to publiſh the remaining letters, &c. 
It has been obſerved by a great judge of 
human nature, that by pointing out im- 
morality, and deſcribing its baneful tendency 
in a moral view, very beneficial ſervice 1s 
done to ſociety. That ſervice, the compiler 
believes he has taken ſome care to accom- 
pliſh, by declaring ſuch truths as can giye 
him no pain in his laſt moments. | 
Can Mr, or Mrs. B. deny with any ap- 
pearance of truth, there is a ſyllable in this 
work, that is untrue : Will Mrs. B. deny 
herown hand-writing? If fo, the letters are in 
H 2 the 
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the hands of the publiſher to ſupport her 
denial, or, to prove their own authenticity, 
The fact is in iſſue, and the letters will be 
ſhewn to any perſon, who is known to the 
publiſher, in the preſence of a third perſon, 
as an experiment has already been attempted 
to purloin them. Such various exertions 
have been made to ſerve Mrs. B. and pre- 
ſerve her fame, that a gentleman has ob- 
ſerved, Virtue in all its amiableneſi, and 
Truth in all its purity, could not have found 
ſo many admirers, without the poſſeſſion of 
as fine a voice as Mrs. B! 

The ſucceſs Mrs. B. has met with, has 
no precedent, taking all her engagements 
into the account, and it is a proof of the 
eaſy unconcern, the public poſſeſs, reſpecting 
the private conduct of public performers ; 
there are nevertheleſs amongſt that claſs of 
people, many who are of very eſtimable 
worth in private life; though F muſt hope 
to be excuſed, if I refuſe to find a niche for 
Mrs, B,—After ſucceeding in a variety of 
muſica! characters, as far as voice and mu- 
ſical judgment can ſupport her, with hardly 
any proper action, ſhe has been applauded 

in 
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in ſome ſongs, which ſhe always attempts 
to make better than good, if I can be al- 
lowed the expreſſion, by attempting Ad 
libitums, that have no bounds, and melo- 
dies that have no meaſure. For inſtance, 
in the ſong from 1dalide, in which ſhe runs 
diviſions, beyond the compaſs of any inſtru- 
ment. She ſurpriſes thoſe who have no 
knowledge of muſic, and we know a clap 
is contagious ; for when one, is given by a 
friend, the whole audience follow the ex- 
ample; they are fatisfied ſomething great 
has been introduced, when perhaps a plain, 
\ eaſy air, without any ſhakes, or forced 
movements of the -voice or inſtraments, 
would have been more agreeable. 

The late Mr. Rich, often obſerved, that 
ſome, performers were better paid, than the 
admirals of the fleet, and did the ſtate as 
little ſervice.—Some ſervice Mrs. Bil- 
lington has certainly rendered ta Covent= 
Garden Treaſury, but one - thouſand, or 
twelve hundred pounds, for a ſeaſon, with 
one clear benefit, and another upon paying 
the expences of the houſe, is a falary 
hitherto unheard of ; and though it is juſt 

and 
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and equitable to pay good performers libe- 
rally, it is an obſervation worthy the atten- 
tion of Theatrical Managers, whether by 
reſting their dependance upon full houſes, 
to the whim and caprice of any fingle 
Trajedy King, Comedy Queen, or vicious 
and immoral Singer, they do not hurt the 
individual intereſt of thoſe performers, who 
are always willing to exert their, different 
abilities to the ultimate benefit of their 
employers.— Maddox upon the ſlack wire 
formerly, and lately pugiliſts, have been in- 
troduced, to add to the refined amuſements 
of our Theatres. 1 

When both houſes have raiſed their 
prices of admittance, we may expett to 
have another Female Sampſon engaged to 
lift an anvil, by her hair; a pig to create 
the wonder and aſtoniſhment of the boxes, 
by playing upon a Flagellet, in concert 
with Mrs. B. upon Her Piano Forte, and 
a thorough baſſe accompaniment by her 
huſband, upon his /arge inſtrument, the 
double vol. | 

This: work might as well have had for 
its title, the juvenile Levities of Mrs, 
Billing- 
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« Billington, and the Eccentricities of her 
% Huſband, Mr. James Billington,” for no 
reaſonable hope can be entertained, that the 
Lady will alter her conduct, or the huſband 
ceaſe to be compliant. But one conſe- 
quence may be expected, in the conduct of 
a gentleman her conſtant admirer, who to 
birth and education, has the poſſeſſion of a 
large fortune : he may now be induced to 
withdraw his laviſh attentions from the 
Syren,—the celebrated Syren, and place 
them where they belong : of ſuch a change 
every honeſt mind will rejoice to hear.— 
A woman of unſullied honour, to be ne- 
glected, for the embraces of diſeaſe and 
artifice, is a circumſtance hardly to be be- 
lieved. | 

The Letters will follow in the order they 
are dated, as far as the dates can be aſcer- 
tained ; and where there is a blank in either 
of them, the ſpace may be filled up with 
the exclamation, Dreadful ! Dreadful !— 
It is neceſſary to inform the reader, Mr. 
and Mrs. Billington have been in Ireland 
three or four times, ſince they firſt became 
acquainted with Mr, Daly, the manager of 

the 
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the Iriſh Theatre, and were welcomed upon 
the fame eaſy terms as before. The cha- 
racers, I mean the muſical ones, the Syren 
has performed, have been various, and 
praiſe is certainly due to her. Mr. B. has 
no change of character, and for that reaſon, 
I ſhall leave the merit or blame of his per- 
formance, to thoſe who think ham worthy 
* their attention. 


LETTERS 


MAS. IIe row. 4 


Err 

My deareſt Mother, 
I rave at laſt made my promiſe good 
in ſending you a gown, this colour is of 
my own taſte, and I hope will meet with 
your approbation; my mantua-maker has 
cut it out, there is ſeventeen breadths for 
the ſkirt, and the longeſt breadth for the 
body and ſleeves. I Wipk: it will be a 
neat gown for you to wear the garden» 


nights; here we wear no lining of any ſort, 
and I would adviſe you to wear a plain 
white petticoat with it. Mrs. Seſtini has 
brought it with her to Holyhead, and from 
thence it will oome ſafe to you. Let me 
hear from you the inſtant you receive it. 
God bleſs you ſincerely. I am in a hurry. 


E. BILLINGTON. 


Mrs. Weichſel, at Mrs, Haydon's, Vauxhall, South Lambeth, 
England. 


1 5 Dear 


- „ 
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Dublin, December che 23, 1783. 


; No. 207 Capel-ſtreet. 
Dear Mother, R 

IA at this time in as much trouble as 
ever you was in all your life, Mr. Billing- 
ton and me are parted, and I think before 
it is long I ſhall have a divorce, the moſt 
unfortunate unequal match that ever was 
made; my troubles and misfortunes come 
on me apace ; Olr: mother could you but 
know what diſtreſs I was in when I left 
England, now think for a moment what 
torture it muſt have been to me to leave a 
kingdom, and not to have one friendly part- 


Ing with you; whenever I think of that 


circumſtance it makes me diſtracted : and 
I am perfe&ly ſure before this time you 
have felt the ſame uneaſineſs. Think I was 
always good to you; after I was unfortu- 
nately married, that curſed fellow deſired 
me not to keep company with you, he was 
perpetually tormentin g me on that diſagree- 

able 


* 
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able ſub) ect; but I now hope you and I 
are the beſt friends in the world ; however 
nothing ſhall draw my duty and affection 
from you, you are my mother and there is 
a great reſpect due to you — — — — 


I have a Gs deal of luck here; I UE 
much eſteemed and well beloved ; write to 


me by the return of the Poſt, when that 
will make me happy beyond your concep- 
tion. I wiſh I could ſee you that would 
make me ſtill happier. 
I am, my dear mother, 
Your ever affectionate daughter, 
_ Unfortunately, 
ELIZABETH BILLINGTON. 
T defire of you to ſend me a lock of 
your hair, that I may have ſomething be- 
longing to you, and I'll have it ſett in a ring. 


For Mrs. Weichſel, to be left at Mr. Carſon's, Apothe- 
cary in Lambeth, near London, 


1 2 Deareſt 
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Dublin, 
"Dane Mother ! : 


1 WRITE to you as ſoon as I am " 
after the pain I have ſuffered, but bleſſed 


be the Almighty's name 3 am getting 


ſtrength very faſt. I was brought to bed 
on Monday of a fine girl, but I am not ſo 


| happy to ſay ſhe is perfectly well, for the 
Poor little darling is griped very much, and 


it grieves me ſadly you muſt imagine; but 
thank God with his help I ſhall recover. 
I write to you a ſhort letter, but I know it 
will give my dear mother great comfort, to 
hear that her child has got over thoſe 
pangs which ſhe has felt for her. 


I am removed to my old lodging, No. 


107, Capel-ſtreet ; write to me by the re- 
turn of the Poſt. God bleſs you. 1 hope 
you are in perfect health. 
Believe me your ever dutiful child, 
ELIZ. BILLINGTON. 
The 
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The child is very much like me but J 
dare ſay you have almoſt forgot me: God 
bleſs you for ever. 


Mrs, Weichſel at Mrs, Haydon' 55 Vauxhell, South Leoben 
— 
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SE CY Dublin, March 23, 1784. 
My deareſt Mother, 

T RECEIVED your Letter this day, and it 
has made me happier than I have been for 


a long time paſt, I find you are the only 


friend I have in the world, and God ſend 


I had never left you. Billington received 
your Letter before this, thro' the curſed bitch 
of a ſervant, who I hope will never have a 
happy moment while ſhe lives. I have 


your dear hair, which I will have ſet in the 
' beſt manner I.can. ITHINEK I vill make 


you laugh, when I tell you I cuckold B. with 
Mr. D. the manager, but as to bein g. found 
in bed with any body is a great falſity ; but 


you know in theſe arrairs they will 


make more than what there really is. When 
I fee you, when I once more have that 


pleaſure, I will tell you many things that 


will ſurpriſe you — — — — — — — 
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My dear mother in all probability Billing- 
ton will be in England before me, but how- 
ever we have made by a: — ——— 


father I have none, there is a SCOUNDREL 


that goes by the of my father, but 
ſuch a man I never can eſteem as a father, 
he is not ſatisfied with the deſtruction he 
brought on you, but he wants to bring me 
to utter deſtruction ; he is a bad baſe man, 
he has uſed me worſe than a dog. A fel- 
low that I have fed ever ſince he has been 
in Dublin. As to Charles, God help him, 
and I hope he will mend in time, but by 
his eternal father's inſtrutions I fear he 

will be he ſame. 
It is very true I run B. in debt, but as I 
earnt the money. But he had bad adviſers, 
which 


48 1 MEMOIRS er 

which T believe he is now ſorry for that he 

has done. I cannot come to England, 
becauſe I have other engagements here. I 
am five months gone with child, and when 
that is over, I then ſhall ſee my dear mother 


once more. 
When B. comes to England, take no 
notice of any thing. V 
| * Your ever dutiful, 
and affectionate daughter, 
| ELIZA. BILLINGTON. 


| As 
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28 t ges Dublin. 
Dear Mother 
As w are obliged to fly the kingdom, 
havin g ſo many debts to pay, and Billington 
bein g in hopes of returning to his ſummer 
engagement, he thinks it better to take this 
method, and then I ſhall have the comfort 
of being with my deareſt mother till I am 
brought to bed. The reaſon why I take 
this early opportunity, is for you to make 
ſome place convenient for me in your lod- 
ging, that I may not feel diſtreſs when I 
come to you. As to B. he can make many 
ſhifts, which your poor child cannot in her 
preſent ſituation; and for all your goodneſs, 
you may depend on being amply paid ; and 
I hope after my child is born that you ſhall 
ever be with me, and whilſt it is in my 
power, you ſhall never feel diſtreſs as I 
have; as I am in hopes of getting a good 
engagement in the winter. Don't write 


here any more, as I think you will ſee me 


K before 
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before a letter, make every thing as com- 

fortable to yourſelf as you poffibly can, as at 

preſent I can take up with a little inconve- 

nience, if I am hut with a friend, for 
friendſhip I have not known lately. 

I am for ever your moſt / 
affectionate and dutiful 
daughter, b | 
ELIZ. BILLINGTON. 


To Mrs, Weichſel, No. 42, St. Martin's Lane, Charing- 
Croſs, London. | 


Dear 
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Waterford, 
Mrs. Weichſel, at Mrs. Haydon's, Vauxhall, 
South Lambeth, England. 
Dear Mother, 

I nor E you will forgive my not writing 
to you this time, but leaſt you ſhould think 
it want of reſpect, I think it proper to 
write now, as my ſtay in this place will be 
about a month longer, as I meet with great 
encouragement, and ſhall make two great 
benefits; but I may flatter myſelf that I 
ſucceed every where. I hear you are com- 
ing to Dublin, I hope it is true, and if you 
come time enough I think I could enſure 
you fifty guineas for your benefit, for play- 
ing two or three characters, ſuch as Arbaces 
to my Mandane, and Polly to my Mack- 
heath, as I mean to play that for my ſecond 
benefit. Waterford is only ſeventy Miles 
from Dublin, however. if you don't mean 
to play, I hope. in God it is true, you may 

K 2 bs 
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be aſſured I will make every thing as com- 
1 fortable as poſſible to my dear mother. 
Write to me by n of the poſt, bs. > 
Mr. Sutherland's Shoemaker, Peter-ſtreet, 
Waterford ; but pray write n and 
believe me, 
5 Your ever dutiful child, 


ELIZA. BILLIN OG TON. 


Excuſe the paper, but it is too late to get 


: 


any other. 


My darling child is very well. God 
bleſs you for ever. 
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Dublin Feb. 14, 1784. 
My deareſt Mother, 


— — — — — — 23 ems ̃ — — * 


. oo Got 
not ſuch a villain uon earth, and much to 
my ſorrow I am yith child; but that I 
will bear with patimce, ſince I know my 
dear mother loves ne. I have been very ,, 
ill ever fince I hav: been here, but now I 
am better, bleſſed le my God. My troubles 
have been too may to trouble you | with, 
one curſed trouble that will ever be my miſ- 
fortune, but I wil not mention it now : 
I ſucceed here ver much. I will tell all 
the characters I hive played, in Euridice 
was the firſt, and that I am to have for my 
benefit — — — — — — — — — 
I thank you for the kind hint about the 
Lady in Bloomſbury, and I certainly will 


take 


take your hint. Send by the return of poſt 
and let me know if you ſhould like a Pop- 
lin or Tabinet, and I will make you a 
preſent of one of the bandſomeſt this king- 
dom can produce. tend me a letter as 
often as you can, ani I will try to get 
franks for the ones I tnd you. 

God bleſs you for er; you have made 
me happier than I hve been this nt 
e I wiſh you was vith me. 


Dear 
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Dublin, 


Dear Mother, 

IAM much ſurpriſed at your not receiv- 
ing a Letter from me before the laſt I re- 
ceived, for I wrote immediately. I cannot 
imagine the reafon why ſuch reports ſhould 
be raiſed that my huſband was obliged to 
leave the kingdom 
as the few debts here are very likely to be 
diſcharged. My engagements at the Ro- 

tunda make me very comfortable, and you 
may eaſily imagine I could not have taken 
it in my preſent fituation without it was 
_ .advantageous. I was very unhappy to hear 
you had been ill, and with ſo dangerous an 
illneſs, but I hope you are quite recovered. 
Jam engaged until I am brought to bed, 

which I imagine will be the firſt week in 
| Auguſt. The Rotunda is but twice a 
week; the only with I have now would be 
to ſee my deaf mother, and in all the hap- 


pineſs 8 
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pineſs that poſſibly could be. Giordani 
would be at this moment glad to engage 
me, but as I am fo far gone with child, 
it might prove injurious to me, and as I | 
can do without it, I am not yet deter- 
mined. I am moved to No. 34. Moore- 
ftreet, as it is near the Rotunda. T am 
now quite an Iriſhwoman — —— 


ever ſee my father. I hear you ſing as well 


Your dutiful daughter, 
ELIZA BILLINGTON. 
Mr. and Mrs. Barthelmon are here. He 
don't pleaſe: has only ſqueaked for two 
nights. I may flatter myſelf I take Wo 
lead of the __ in this place. Ne. 


as ever 


ft 
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1 1, 151150 #174 N | Dublin, July 18 
* dear Mother, Pr 

| Naw: dot * che uheafinieſs 3 it ae 
Wen bag: my poor mother was ſo ill as to 
be confined to her bed, but hope by the 
time this gets to your dear hands that you 
will be quite recovered. All my hopes are 
that you enjoy happineſs now, as I am ſure 
vou was in much need of it ox = me | 
_ fromthe . ſcenes of unhappineſs I knew | 
you do ſuffer, but I will not bring to your 
recollection any more of thoſe times — — 
— Il think I may venture to fay in your 
fatuation you are comfortable — — 
— as to Mrs. Wrighten I do not doubt 
but ſhe is as great a fool as ever, though in 
my opinion ſhe ought to think differently , 
at her time of life. I do give you the 
12 2 in the world, both from my 

L hearing 
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* » hearing of your playing and your writing, 
as to that I can hardly believe how much 
you are improved. This is my laſt month 
and Jam a little uneaſy, but with God's 
aſſiſtance J hope to get owe fafe, and I 
hope you pray for me. F have dreamt of 
you every night for this long time, and am 
forry to find my dreams to have come too 
true. God bleſs you, take care of your 
health. Oh how I long to ſee: you, that 
would give me my perfect comfort. We 
arc very full-at the Rotunda. I am become 
a great favourite with the IX Ts. they are 

a very indulgent. audience. Writs: as ſoon. 
48 poſſible, don't delay, for it umlkes-me 

very unealy ; and I dare fay the next. Letter 
I fend will mention my child being born, 
as I expect every day. 1 have all my baby 

cloaths ready, and a very pretty ſet they 
are. »Fwas' obliged to get them alt: made 
out, not _ ſo _—_—_ my.dear mother. 

God 


— 
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God Almighty bleſs you, and may you en- 
Joy your health this fifty years to come, is 
the ſincere with of your ever dutiful child, 
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un 7 . N 22, 1784. / 

Dear Mather, W itt lov or Yer 
' You. eannot imagine the ns, I have 
in receiving your Letters, and happy to 
find you are in ſuch ſpirits and good health; 
my ſincere wiſh is always to hear of your 
happineſs, as Tam fure you have had trou- 
ble and uneaſineſs enough in your life. If 
it was poſſible that I could hear you play 


| on the harpſichord it would give me great 


pleaſure. I am a very great favourite in 
this place. The Rotunda is much in the 
ſtyle of Vauxhall, but the difference is that 
we always ſing in the room, which is a 
deal larger than Vauxhall Room, but the 
gardens are nothing near fo fine. I gene- 


rally receive applauſe when I enter the 
orcheſtra, which is very ſcldom done there. 
I fing Italian and Engliſh which makes it 
very agreeable. I now fing with Giordani 
and receive the greateſt applauſes of any 
one > there, in a ſong that Mrs. Le Brun 

ſung 
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ſung with the inſtruments obligato, it would 


give you great pleaſure, IJ make no doubt, 


for you to hear me applauded. very near 
thres minutes after J am off the ſtage, 


Uiough/it may ſeem as if J wanted to praiſe 
myſelf; but I aſſure 1 am counted a ver 


pretty actreſs, and every body that / has. 


heard me play on the piano forte,” fay I am 
the greateſt player in the World. Barbe 
mons are as mich derefted here as they ate 

every where elſe: I have not heard the 
girl as yet. bels w n ties A Wei 
lodgings, but they did not looſe much: 1 
dare ſay he has made it appear in London 
much worſe than what it was. I am 


| grown very tall, and I am in perfect health, 


but I wiſh this troubleſome time was over, 


for I am almoſt tired of myſelf — —,— 


— —  —  — — H — — 


Believe me your dutiful child, 
ELIZA. BILLIN GTON IF 


To Mrs. Weichſel, at Mrs. Haydon's, Vauxhall, London. 
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Dear 
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; | Dublin, | 

| Dear Mother, 2 
I coui p not expreſs the 3 1 | 
felt when I read you had been il, but hope 
to God you are ſafely recovered. I fin- 
cerely thank. you my dear mother for your. 


kind thoughts on me, and am vorry to find 
any fal ve reports could have made any im- | 


preſſion i in your mind concerning me ; ; for 
believe me was there my — on each 
1 thall Fall 1 happy, and will the 
reſt of my life only think it my duty to 
love you. My — — -—, does not. re- 
turn to England, his Gtuation i is ſuch, that 
the debts that are contracted here cannot 
be paid without his preſence. Would to 
God I could but fee you once more, me- 
thinks 2 ſhould be happy; but that ay 
yet will come when I ſhall ſee the only 
dear friend 1 have in the world. ——— 


AE; 


— — — —— — — — 


9 | 
Oh 
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= oh had you been with me inflead of 
| ONE that is not worth namin 8. 1 ſhould 
not be ſo unhappy as I have been, but 
thank God I am once more happily fitua- 
ted, and will for che future take care how 
I act. The child — and has for theſe 
three months. I am now moved to No. 
34s Moor-ſtreet as it is convenient for me 
and near the Rotunda. God Almighty 
| bleſs you my dear mother, and believe me 
| for ever you dutiful child. I write in haſte, 
: but I know 2 will forgive i lt," Pray write | 
ſoon. 

From having heard the wh.” nate news 
of your being ill, for God fake write to me 
immediately, for believe me, my dear 
mother, I ſhall be miſerable beyond con- 
ception till 1 hear from you: pray e don't 
delay one moment, as you may rely that I 


love you, as it is my duty, and will be to 


. Ou --..4v 


F #1 E the end of x my life. 
Sea Almighty bleſs you for ever, 
ELIZA. BILLINGTON. 


— 
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3 LD Dublin, 
Dear Mother, 

I am ſurpriſed I never received an an- 
ſwer to my laſt Letter. I make no doubt 
but you have ſeen my advertiſement in the 
Triſh Papers not to be truſted. —Billin gton 
came the morning after my benefit, and 
ſtriped me of every bit of cloaths, and 
about ſeventy pounds in money ; but I 
muſt not forget to tell you, that the maid 
was concerned. I was near coming to 
England, but I am now in hopes of getting 
a ſeparation from Him, and then I ſhall 
make my ftay in Dublin. I hope you have 
had your health perfectly well. I am very 
near five months gone with child, by that 
unfeeling monſter my huſband ! 1 have ex- 
perienced more trouble ſince in Ireland than 
you can poſſible imagine. When I have 
once more that comfort and ſatisfaction to 
M ice 
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ſee you, 1 will relate more to you than 1 


— res «pe Se >, pe —_— * 


am able to write. ] beg of you to ſend me 
an anſwer as ſoon as you have received this, 
and that will add to the happineſs of your 
unhappy and unfortunate child, 


ELIZ. BILINGTON. 
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5 Clock, May the 18, Dublin 
My dear Mother, 


Tuts inſtant I received your dear letter, 
and has given me more comfort than any 
one thing on earth could have. I am over- 
joyed to find you in good ſpirits and may 
you long remain ſo. I am happy once 
more to inform you that 1 am engaged 
at the Rotunda, upon very good terms, for 
J have a great many debts to pay, and am 
entirely releaſed from Mr. Daly. I have 
received in this kingdom three hundred out 
of the five, and I aſſure you I have not 
played above forty times ; and every thing 
would have been well, if Mr. B. had not 
made ſuch a piece of work, which I believe 
he is now ſorry for! I have the prettieſt 
green gown in my eye for you, you can 
poſſibly imagine ; you ſeem to be fixed on 
green, though I think there are better co- 
lours, and will ſend it as ſoon as I poſſibly 
can ; you are very much improved in your 

M 2 wri- 
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writing. You will be a god-mother to my 
dear child, I am happy beyond any de- 
| ſcription. We begin at the Rotunda, on 
Wedneſday, where you and I ſhall be ſing- 
ing many nights together, but I thank God 
here only twice a week. I ſhall have the 
beſt midwife in Dublin, @ man, as I ſhould 
be afraid of a woman, except it was Mrs 4 
Rolles; I have a very good nurſe for my- 
ſelf, and a very good wet nurſe for the 
child. I am going to remove near to the 
Rotunda, but direct to the ſame PC and 
write immediately. 

God in heaven bleſs my FIPS mother, 


ELIZA. BILLINGTON, 
Mrs, Weichſel, No. 42. St. Martin's Lane, Charing-Croſs, 
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Dublin, April. 
My deareft Mother, 

J was a little unhappy at not hearing 
from you before, but the reception of this 
has made me as happy as any thing can do, 
from my dear mother; your tender affection 
for me I ſhall ever remember, and you may 
aſſure yourſelf that I will ever be as dutiful 
as any child can, to a worthy parent like 
you. My troubles have been very great, 
but they are now, thank God, a little bet- 
ter, and in time I hope they will entirely 
ceaſe. My preſent ſituation makes me a 
little unhappy, but ſince I have your bleſ- 
ſing I am happy, and am certain you will 
help me in that diſtreſsful time that is 
coming on, I with I was with you then, 
my mind would be at reſt. B. uſed me 
with the authority of a huſband — '— 
— — but we have made every thing 
VP> 125 as ſoon as the dear babe is born, 
we 
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we ſhall live together again — — — 
I hope you have your engagement at Vaux- 
hall, and am glad to find your: benefit 
turned out ſo well to your advantage, but 
I make no doubt but you had a deal 
of trouble to make it, but I hope this 
time next year I ſhall be able to make | 
a good benefit for you, for any thing 
that will be in my power you may com- 
mand. Tell me if any body is engaged in 
B.'s rœom, at the gardens in your next, 
which I hope I ſhall receive ſoon. I am 
making baby cloaths, and I ſhall be obliged 
to you if you will ſet every article down for 
me, and how many of each ſort is neceſlary, 
as I am rather a little fooliſh in this matter, 
and I don't like to aſk any body. If B. 
ſhould be in England before me, I beg you 
not to ſhew him my letters, but tell him 
they are burnt; and fay as little to him 
about our family affairs as you poſſibly can, 

| As 
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As to my unworthy father and brother, I 
will fay no more about them in this, but 
when I ſee you I think I will tell you ſuch 
things of them both, that will make your 
heart ache! God ſend you health, and may 
you proſper in every thing you undertake, 
and believe me for ever your dutiful and 
affectionate daughter. 


ELIZA. BILLINGTON. . 


I hope I ſhall ſoon have it in my power 
to pay all my debts, and among the reſt 
Mrs. Napier will be paid. Tell me if you 
will be godmother to my child, as that 
would give me great happineſs. Pray write 
ſoon, and direct for me at Mr. Sweeny's, 
Great Strand-ſtreet. I am obliged to direct 
ny letters where I think they will be fate. 


Mrs, Weichſel, No. 42, St. Martin's Lane. 


UPON 


UPON 


VICIOUS REFINEMENT, 


AND 
MODERATE ADULTERY: 


T is one of the moſt remarkable things in 
the preſent time, that the vicious con- 
duct of ſome of the performers of both ſexes, 
ſhould be ſo much complained of, and fo 
| Hittle reformed. The Athenian and Roman 
players were fo ſcrupulouſly attentive to 
their moral conduct, that they frequently 
received the thanks of Cicero and Socrates ; 
and it is particularly to be noticed, that 
late in the laſt century, and in the early 
g part of the preſent; the players were 
generally perſons of repute, and the 
plays of the ſame period, too often filled 
with obſcenity. The times are changed it 
is true, as well in the conduct of the ſtages 
as in the manners of the performers : the 
performances of later periods, have been 
generally written with a cloſe view to the 
pon 
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promotion of virtue, and ſome performers 
have as ſucceſsfully laboured to become im- 
moral and vicious. Vice leaves a diſpoſi- 
tion to repentance in the mind, but if the 
vicious perſon is countenanced and pro- 
tected, it is generally found that repentance 
comes too late, and all the horrors of a 
guilty conſcience, fill up that ſpace which 
ſhould be occupied by calm ſerenity and 
conſcious virtue. The obje& of the pre- 
ceding ſheets has baffled all the efforts of 
returning virtue, in the belief, that ſhe is 
countenanced, from other motives, than 
the real ones ; for her profligacy knows no 
| bounds, and her ——— no limits; her 
ſoul has armed itſelf with ſecurity, from the 
applauſes of the public, and that public 
is both her enemy and her friend. Ap- 
plauſe makes her callous to every tender 
ſentiment ; and ſhe begins a new career of 
vice, every time ſhe is applauded upon the 
ſtage, becauſe ſhe is not made ſenſible that 
her morals are ſunk into the baſeſt depra- 


vity. 
N Fate, 
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Fate, which the whole world rules, exerts it's ſpite, 
F'en in the parts conceal'd from common fight : 

And if the ſtars to favour you ſhou'd fail, 
Your furniture of luſt will not avail. 


There is a ſting and a ſmart in an 
which our heroine has experienced in a va- 
riety of ———— intercourſe. To have 
communicated ſuſpicions of the matrimonial 
infidelity of the wife, to the compliant, 
daſtardly miſcreant of a huſband, has been 
conſidered as an act of juſtice, by ſome 
worthy perſons, who were diſpoſed to com- 
miſerate, rather than to blame ; but the 
caly condeſcenſion of that huſband, has 
contributed to encourage the infamy, from 

which their intentions and endeavours, led 
them to attempt an alleviation. It will 
reaſonably be aſked by ſome of my readers, 
why I fay ſo much upon the immorality of 
a public performer, when the difficult point 
in metaphyſical diſquiſition, reſpecting the 
origin of evil is ſo little underſtood ? Un- 
fortunately we know that evil exiſts, and i is 
N and without we are able to ap- 


ply 


ite, 
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ply an effectual remedy for its removal, per- 
haps the queſtion is not ſo important, and 
we ſtop from an enquiry into the cauſe, 
when we ſee the effects of vicious infirmity, 
ſo little affect the temporal intereſts of an 


—— friend. The facred tie of ma- 


trimony, one of the great links of the chain 
of ſociety, is broke aſunder; and we ſtand 


amazed, when we remind ourſelves, that 


in the preſence of the Supreme Being, the 
ſweet notes of the nightingale, and the 
croakings of the raven; the hiſſings of the 


| ſnake, and the theatrical applauſes of an 


audience, are alike unproductive of any /aſt- 
ing good. Virtue in all its native purity, 


may expect to be placed in the eternal 


regions of bliſs; and as we know no more 
of a future ſtate, than a belief, that thoſe 
who have 4ed a life of rectitude and truth, 
will be happy, we may as reaſonably ſup- 
poſe, that ſuch as are immerſed in atrocious 


infamy and vice, will be miſerable. 


5 Praiſe is always pleaſing, let it come from 
whom, or upon what account it will; the 


N q E. 4 * 6 * * W Rad . an 
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vulgar and common eſteem, is ſeldom 
right; but who will in future applaud a 
woman, that has deliberately and unneceſ- 
ſarily made a confeſſion of her baſeneſs, and 
adultery, by communicating the circum- 
ſtances to her mother, for /the ſole purpoſe 
of Wy" her laugh? 


= 


It is faid, there are few inſtances of any 
perſon becoming completely vicious at once; 
here is an inſtance to the contrary, Mrs. 
B. is not ſatisfied with making out her 
own infamous deſcription, upon the ſcore 
of merriment ; and therefore ſhe beſpatters 
her worthy father and brother, by ſaying 
they are ſo bad, that even her depravity, 
cannot find. a name for thoſe crimes which 
ſhe fays they are guilty of; and all this not 
to make her mother laugh, —but to make 
her heart ache! compaſſionate creature: 
after the anxious folicitude about the mo- 
ther's health, which ſhe ſo often mentions, 
ſhe makes a new complaint about her fa- 

ther and A that her contaminated 


mind 
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mind cannot find a name for. How can 
the ſettle theſe atrocious malignant charges, 
without making the father and brother 
liable to the worſt ſuſpicions, which in. 
* | 


2 
R AUA A 


FOUND IN THE 


NEIGHBOURHOOD 
or 
POLAND-STREET. 


TRICK upon trick, and „light of hand, Ive us 
And eyery yirtuous, moral truth, abus'd; 
A huſbang, friend,—the lover has been cheated, 
Vice « gained ground, morality defeated. 


1 


0 - MRS. BILLINGTON. 


—_ 


| f The famous too, I've enter'd upon pay, 
Io tell the public each ſucceeding day, 
What no one will believe, or he can ſay, 


With truth; for error is my creed ; 


I live by luſt, deſpiſe a virtuous deed. 


